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CONFIDENTIAL SANA 0659 

E.O. 11652 GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, YE, ET, FR 

SUBJ: YEMENI PRESIDENT ON RECENT BAB AL-MANDEB OVERFLIGHTS 
REF: 76 SANA 4346, SANA 618 

1 . DURING FEBRUARY 13 MEETING I REMINDED PRESIDENT AL-HAMDI 
OF HIS PROMISE (SEE SANA 4346) TO PROVIDE ME WITH ANY 
FURTHER INFORMATION WHICH MIGHT BE AVAILABLE ON THE RECENT 
OVERFLIGHTS OF THE BAB AL-MANDEB REGION BY UNIDENTIFIED 
PLANES. PRESIDENT AL-HAMDI SAID THAT AS OF NOW IT IS 

STILL NOT CLEAR WHOSE PLANES WERE INVOLVED BUT HE THOUGHT 
THEY WERE EITHER ETHIOPIAN OR FRENCH WITH THE GREATER 
POSSIBILITY BEING FRENCH. HE SAID THAT ALTHOUGH THERE 
HAD BEEN SEVERAL SHELLS RECOVERED AFTER THE EXCHANGE OF 
FIRE BETWEEN YEMENI GROUND FORCES AND THE PLANES IT WAS 
IMPOSSIBLE TO IDENTIFY THE PROVENANCE OF THE SHELLS. 

2. IN REPLY TO MY QUESTION ABOUT WHAT, IF ANYTHING, 
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THE YEMENIS ARE GOING TO STRENGTHEN THEIR POSITION 
IN BAB AL-MANDEB, THE PRESIDENT SAID THAT OVER THE 
LAST YEAR JORDANIAN EXPERTS HAVE BEEN HELPING 
THE YEMENIS TO FORTIFY THE AREA USING RUSSIAN EQUIP- 
MENT PRESENTLY IN THE YEMENI ARMY'S INVENTORY. HE 
LAUGHINGLY NOTED THAT THE SOVIET AMBASSADOR HAS BEEN 
PRESSING HIMOVER THE LAST SIX MONTHS TO FIND OUT WHAT 
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AMERICAN EQUIPMENT HAS BEEN PLACED THERE, NOT KNOWING 
THAT IT IS IN FACT RUSSIAN EQUIPMENT. THE PRESIDENT 
CONTINUED THAT THE SAUDIES HAVE ALSO INDICATED A 
READINESS TO HELP THE YEMENIS WITH THE BAB AL-MANDEB 
DEFENSES BUT THUS FAR NOTHING FIRM HAS BEEN WORKED OUT. 

3. I ASKED THE PRESIDENT IF MY MILITARY ATTACHE AND I 
MIGHT BE ALLOWED TO VISIT BAB AL-MANDEB. HE REPLIED 
IN THE AFFIRMATIVE STATING THAT ANY TIME I WISHED TO 
GO I SHOULD INFORM CHIEF-OF-STAFF AL-GHASHMI AND A 
"PRIVATE VISIT WOULD BE ARRANGED". 

4. COMMENT: THE BAB AL-MANDEB MYSTERY CONTINUES BUT 
THE YEMENIS HAVE APPARENTLY BEEN ABLE TO CONVINCE 
THE SAUDIES OF THE NEED TO DO SOMETHING. WE LL JUST HAVE 
TO WAIT AND SEE WHAT THAT SOMETHING FIANLLY TURNS OUT 
TO BE BUT RECENT INDICATIONS FROM THE SAUDI MISSION HERE 
POINT TO A GREATER SAUDI INVOLVEMENT THAN IN THE PAST. 
(SEE SANA 618). 
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